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Friday 12th June 2020 
From Mrs May 

Daily plans and routines continue to work well in keeping everyone safe and happy at Longwood. We 

are working with and seeking advice from the Hertfordshire County Council Early Years’ team on an 

ongoing basis. Thank you for the wonderful praise that we hear regularly from parents who have 

stopped us in the car park or emailed. This means so much to the teams of staff in each area who are 

working so hard.   

For the first time in my career, I was really pleased to hear about a complaint from a parent this 

week. The parent said that they feel we are being too strict about our new procedures. Their child 

has complained about having to wash their hands, having to stand on a cross when lining up in the 

playground, and being unable to play with one of their friends at playtime. I was delighted to hear 

that the staff are enforcing our new rules and making sure that all children (and adults) are as safe as 

possible whilst at Longwood. Of course, I am sorry that this child is not enjoying these extra 

measures, but we will always put health and safety first. 

We would like to say another huge THANK YOU to Friends of Longwood. This week, we received the 

rest of the new Covid-19-friendly playground equipment that they have bought us to help keep 

everyone entertained. We have had to pack away lots of our normal toys, balls, etc but the children 

have loved playing with these new toys. 
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The number of children in school is gradually creeping up and it has 

been lovely to welcome everyone back. Of course, we are still 

missing children (and staff) in Years 2-5, who cannot yet return to 

school. We hope to see you soon and will keep you updated when 

the government allows us to have you back and as plans develop.  

 

End of Year Transitions 

We are aware that some children might be starting to feel nervous about moving to their next class 

in September. We always organise a transition day, where children visit their new teacher for a 

session near the end of term in July. This gives them a chance to get to know the teacher, ask any 

questions that might be bothering them and be reassured that everything will be ok. This year will 

be no different.  

 Preschool - Children currently in nursery and moving to preschool in September are already 

having sessions with Mrs Wallis and Miss Tomazini. Children who have not yet returned to 

Longwood will be invited to an online session on Wednesday 8th July. Miss Tomazini will be 

online at 3.15pm and Mrs Wallis at 4pm. We will let you know which class your child will be 

in at the beginning of July and will also send you a link to the online classroom.  

 FS – Children moving to FS will have a session with Miss Stentiford during the day on 8th July.  

 Year 1 - Children moving to KS1 will have a session with Mrs Bointon during the day on 8th 

July. 

 Year 3 - Children moving to Year 3 will have an online session with Mrs Rastrick from 9.30-

10.30 on 8th July. We will send a link to the classroom in plenty of time. 

 Year 5 - Children moving to Year 5 will have an online session with Mrs Bresler from 9.30-

10.30 on 8th July. We will send a link to the classroom in plenty of time. 
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Nursery News 

Here are some pictures of the Apple children doing different activities this week. We have been 

using the animals to create painting by stamping their feet in paint, we had animals in water play, we 

laid under the table to draw on paper – developing our arm muscles to help with writing skills when 

we are older, we had fun with some of the wooden garden blocks using them as a road and ramp for 

our car, and we had our first ‘mindfulness’ session. We turned out the main lights, had pretty fairy 

lights on, listened to some calming music and watched nature scenes on the laptop – very relaxing!  

 

This week in Oak, the children have been planting sunflowers and watering them. We were visited 

by pre-school teacher Mrs Wallis and she read us a lovely story. The children have also adapted well 

to no sleeping and are becoming more aware about their ‘groups’ during their time here. 
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Cherry room enjoyed their music lesson with Mrs Sangster outside. They had fun listening to the 

different sounds in the garden. They talked about the weather and hoped that their singing would 

help the flowers grow! 

 

 

Congratulations 

Annabelle (FW) showed me her work last Friday afternoon. She had cut out a picture of a van really 

carefully and written the word “van” completely independently. Great job, Annabelle. You are ready 

to move into FS! 

This morning, Mrs Bointon brought Jasmine P to see me. Jasmine has adapted really well to the new 

routines in KS1 and is working very hard. She has started to work more independently and is now 

producing lots of writing on her own. Her behaviour is exemplary and she is a delight to have in the 

class. How lovely to hear. Well done, Jasmine. 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted.  

 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 24th 
June 

All day LKS2 to Phasels 
Wood 

Cancelled 

Thursday 9th July 6-8pm Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

Year 6 families - Please keep 
this date free. We hope to 
do something but we are 
leaving planning until 
nearer the date. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 9th 
Sept 

6pm, FS classroom (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Stentiford and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All FS parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 10th 
Sept 

6pm, FT / FW 
classrooms (or 
possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Miss Tomazini or Mrs 
Wallis and learn 
more about how 
Letters and Sounds is 
taught 

All preschool parents 
strongly encouraged to 
attend. Not suitable for 
young children. 

Tuesday 15th Sept 6pm, KS1 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bointon and 
learn more about 
how Letters and 
Sounds is taught 

All KS1 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Wednesday 16th 
Sept 

6pm, LKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Rastrick and 
learn more about the 
new school year 

All LKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 

Thursday 17th 
Sept 

7pm, UKS2 classroom 
(or possibly online – 
details to follow) 

A chance to meet 
Mrs Bresler and learn 
more about the new 
school year 

All UKS2 parents strongly 
encouraged to attend. Not 
suitable for young children. 


